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Dear Community Members, 

           Subho Bijoya! Another full year has passed, and Durga Puja has returned once 

more to the BASC society, bringing with it a time of Rabindra Sangeet, natok, sarees, 

and traditional cuisine. And of course, with Durga Puja comes Ankur, one of the most 

memorable parts of the Puja experience we have grown up in. 

           It is hard to believe that over a full decade has passed since we first submitted 

our works into the Ankur. Ankur always represented a group of kids trying to give 

back to the BASC community, and representing as editors-in-chief feels incredible. As 

we complete our final moments working Ankur, we hope that the next generation of 

youth will continue to embrace and savor those same moments. Realizing that this is 

our last year working with Ankur is a poignant and bittersweet experience.  

 This year’s theme of technology embraces the ways how technology has affect-

ed our lives. As the world steadily grows more and more digital, it is important to 

keep in mind our roots and never forget the importance of our culture.  

As our former editor-in-chiefs said, “Ma Durga embodies change and hope itself in 

her courage, bravery, and power. Her conquest of evil inspires hope in all of us, that 

ultimately we too can triumph. This spiritual hope in the future is the guiding light in 

all of our lives through the tests and trials they may present. May our unwavering 

faith in the world’s humanity lead society to a bright future. Tied to our beliefs, we are 

powerful.” Nothing more true can be said about Ma Durga. 

 Lastly, we would like to thank Apurba Kaku for doing so much for us. He has 

so much faith in us and the editorial theme, and that really means a lot. We’d also like 

to thank the Ankur Editorial Board for taking the time to come together and make 

such an amazing magazine.  

 We look forward to all to come in this new year, with great hope in the amaz-

ing event that is Durga Puja.  

 Best Wishes, 

 Rupsha Chakraborty and Sambodh Mitra  
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EDITORIAL 

Sambodh Mitra and Rupsha Chakraborty 

 

 Out of all the things changing in our daily lives, technology is one of the fastest. The 

Fourth Industrial Revolution is one of the biggest developments in human history, and its ef-

fects have the potential to advance human evolution past conceivable boundaries. What makes 

the technological revolution’s effect on our lives more prevalent than the other Revolutions is 

that the Digital Era has the ability to undo previous inventions and innovations for a more re-

fined and simplistic solution. The world we live in is drastically changing, and no one can really 

see when the boundaries of the Digital Revolution lie. Technology has grown to be more than 

just an addition to lives; its influence has made it a necessity, and as the world steadily grows 

more and more digital, technology may even become a form of basic survival. 

Take one of technology’s most common creations: the handheld cellphone. There’s no 

denying its effect on human life. It changed communication in ways unparalleled by any other 

form of person-to-person communication. The invention of the smartphone only propelled cel-

lular devices, and we now live in a world where homeless people lack access to reliable food 

and shelter, but not to their phone. The thought is startling, and realizing that cellphones have 

already become fully integrated in modern-day life to become as important as food and clothing 

puts into perspective how much the definition of priority has changed. 

Of course, there is no denying the incredible benefits of technology, and those averse to 

accepting the change brought upon by the Digital Revolution will only end up shutting them-

selves off from a world that can change life for the better. Technology has improved human life 

as whole, with electronic and bioengineering advancements spurring medical sciences and cross

-cultural communication evolution bringing more and more people together. Facebook is the 

largest bridge between people, making distance no impediment towards connecting people. al-

ways a risk. Technology upon our lives offers incredible changes for the better, but to every re-

ward, there is always a risk. 

It’s scary to think that a few clicks from a keyboard can bring up nearly anyone online. 

Digital footprints can be traced incredibly easily, and even a five year old can go up online and 

discover where others are. Privacy is dwindling, and at the rate things are going, it will perma-

nently disappear. What do you do if every time you made an action, everyone knows what you 

did? Many people support this notion, and even push it along, as celebrity instant updates and 

vlogs from YouTube personalities make up a huge amount of modern-day entertainment. But 

these videos and comments are intentional, and are specific things that people want to release to 

the world. 
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What happens when private secrets are leaked, and privacy becomes a myth?  Hackings 

are already common, be it celebrity photos or NSA leaks.  

Imagine a time where anything you do can be instantly revealed to the world. Such a 

time is already rapidly approaching, as colleges and companies can instantly look people up to 

see how they behave online. Had a few too many drinks, and your friend posted a picture of 

you passed out at a private get-together? Sorry, you’re not getting that job you may want in the 

future. Made a comment that insinuates, even to the slightest extent, anything potentially dan-

gerous? That community college may accept you, but Stanford certainly won’t. The fact of the 

matter is that allowing communication between people, even randoms that you don’t know and 

don’t know you, is deadly, and will end up requiring people to watch every word they say, and 

measure every thought they dare to say out loud. The threats the Digital Revolution brings is 

just as unprecedented as its benefits, and that is a fact that everyone must keep in mind. 

So what do you do when the cold screens of computers and fake lovable comments 

from others can serve you no more? You turn back to culture, and therein lies the power of her-

itage and individual powers. Durga Puja is one of the biggest examples of this, where for three 

blissful days, we temporarily unplug from the world around us and spent time together. Of 

course, phones still exist, and endless selfies and videos will still be taken. But the idea and 

principle of leaving LED illuminated desks and tv screens still remains, and it’s that thought 

that counts. Durga Puja is a gift created by us, for us, so let’s take these weeks of preparation 

and hard work to temporarily forget the world around us, and revel in our beliefs, our people, 

our culture. 

 

Best Regards, 

Rupsha and Sambodh 

Editors-in-Chief, Ankur 2017 
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Human life and technology cannot be separated due to the direct correlation between 
the advancement of human beings and the advancement of technology. As we move into the 
21st century, technology continues to impact our lives in various ways. It has become a ne-
cessity for school, work, and daily life in general. Technology is an incredibly valuable asset in 
our daily life due to means of communication, learning, doing business, and living in luxury. 
However, as technology betters society, it also raises some major concerns. Its poor utilization 
has resulted in detrimental effects on the environment also resulting in devastating repercus-
sions on society and civilization. Technology continues to evolve, but we must be able to uti-
lize these technologies correctly in order for them to actually be effective. 

To begin with, it’s important to discuss the numerous effects that technology has had 
on communication. Technology has dramatically transformed our social lives forever. For one 
thing, it has made communication much faster and more efficient. One can send emails, trans-
fer money, and post on social media within seconds. Text, email, and social media have con-
structed a more interconnected society. Despite the luxuries technology has gifted us, there 
are also drawbacks. The online world has paved the way for a new class of health problems. 
Not only are their higher obesity rates, but also more mental diseases like ADHD and depres-
sion. In our everyday lives, kids have a shorter attention span than ever and their critical think-
ing skills couldn’t be worse. Technology, particularly cell phones, has trapped kids in an “anti-
social bubble” and disconnected them from friends, family, and the rest of society. 

In addition to the social effects, technology has also immensely impacted modern edu-
cation. Modern technology has changed the way we learn all together. In school, children are 
not taught cursive, but instead they are taught how to type. At school, we use our computers 
to take notes and make presentations. We use projectors and smart boards to write on the 
document without using a computer. We are taught how to use our computers because of how 
society has caused students to be more reliant on technology. It is also improved the methods 
of which students complete and turn in assignments. They also use applications such as 
Google Classroom to turn in online work. Technology has greatly improved the way students 
are educated. 

Furthermore, technology has affected one of the most crucial aspects of life, transpor-
tation. The World Health Organization believes that most of the population will live in the cities 
by the mid-century. People need to be able to go to many different places in an instant. Due to 
the new advances in technology people can now travel all around the world. Transportation 
has reached new levels and now people can travel much more easily and much more often. 
As a result, we as a society can discover more about our world today. Thus, these various ad-
vancements in transportation can help people lead better lives and communicate better. 

Another industry that has been greatly affected by technology is the medical industry. 
In the past 15 years, technology in the medical field has advanced tremendously. Certain sur-
geries can be done without physically cutting open the body, but instead inserting instruments 
into the body and looking through a camera. These advancements have enhanced the quality 
of life for the millions of people with incurable diseases, allowing them to have somewhat 
“normal” lives compared to what they would have to deal with originally. Bioengineering has 
also added thousands of jobs, and helping to better the economy. Technology has had amaz-
ing impacts on medicine as a whole. 

TEAM EDITORIAL 

Vikram, Diya, Ayush, Tia, Arin, Indronil, Abirol, Arko, Shinjini 
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Finally, technology has a variety of effects on the environment, both positive and nega-
tive. First of all, technology has positively impacted the environment in several good ways such 
as farming. Farming has helped us in many ways by providing the Earth with plants and provid-
ing humans with food. Aquaponics has let us use the energy of something not in decline to use 
for farming, fish. Since we are using a natural organism, it is not bad for the environment. But 
every coin has two sides. The Earth’s resources are already in decline, and with the introduc-
tion of new technology comes more energy consumption. This can pollute the Earth in a num-
ber of life changing ways. For example, if we humans continue to use this much fossil fuels 
and other carbon related items. The world’s temperature is projected to rise 6°C in the next 
100 years which would, surprisingly, result in the end of the world. Humans need to reduce 
their energy consumption and find alternatives to using energy sources bad for the environ-
ment in order to survive. 

In the end, technology plays a significant role in all of our lives. By relying on technolo-
gy, human civilization has been able to accomplish so much in the last few decades. It is vital 
in so many aspects of life including education, medicine and engineering. We all know that 
there are many advantages to using technology so much, but we still must be wary of the po-
tential dangers. We cannot let the misuse of technology lead to our own demise. Even with all 
the harms, none of us can deny the significance of technology. 
 

Best Regards, 

The Editorial Team 

Ankur 2017 
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Sometimes I talk to the birds.   

By copying the sounds they make. 

When I copy them they respond. 

I am never able to see them. 

But I can always hear them. 

I wish I knew what they said to me. 

They all make different sounds. 

And I am always able to copy. 

So I can talk to the birds.   

100% Bart and 
Manny 

Shrihan 
Chakraborti 

Age 8 

Sometimes I Talk to Birds 

Rajarshi Chattopadhyay 

Age 13 
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Bird 

Arko Tribedi 

Age 12 
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Consanguity 

Ayush Sen 

Age 14 

Galaxy 

Shinjini Das 

Age: 15 

 It hurts. What is this detrimental pain? It’s as if I’m losing 
something important and it really, really is agonizing to lose. But I 
feel that to relieve this pain, I must find something. I don’t know 
what this “thing” is, but I must find it if I ever want to be at peace 
with myself again. But, still I wonder what it is that I am currently 
losing, because I just cannot describe what I’m seeing. Well, it is 
making me cry my own blood, not tears, but blood. It is really such 
a tedious task, dealing with all of this, and on top of that, trying to 
find something that may not even exist. Has anyone ever felt this, 
because if they have, I wonder if they are still alive, I for one, would 
rather kill myself than deal with this any longer. Maybe I really am 
dying, I mean, I feel my blood rushing, hell, I’m even crying my own 
blood. Yeah, that's it, I’m dying. That would explain why I have no 
senses, and I am trying to find something. Who am I kidding, isn’t 
death supposed to be either enlightening, or sad? I seriously feel 
like I’m still alive, yet dead at the same time. Can anyone tell me 
what’s happening? Anyone?! This is just getting annoying, I’m los-
ing my blood through my own eyes, I am seeking some object (or 
maybe it’s an abstract concept?), and I am enduring this boiling 
agony. Please, just make it stop, all these different tasks falling up-
on me at the same time, I’M LOSING MY MIND! But I’ve heard of 
something that may be the answer to what I’m feeling. I’m pretty 
sure this is what happens when your blood dies.  
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From Middle School to High School 

Indronil Ganguly 

Age: 13 

I started high school this year in August, and it has been a crazy experience. 

Everything is so different compared to middle school. I wish I appreciated the fact 

how easy middle school was. I’ve been trying to adjust to my school, Troy High 

School, in the first few weeks. 

There are many differences between middle school and high school, but one 

of the main differences is the difficulty between them. You need to learn how to man-

age your time very well in high school. There is a lot of homework and you have to 

study a lot due to the difficulty of the classes. The teachers expect a lot more out of 

you as well because you are in a higher level class. It is very important to manage 

your time well because grades are extremely important in high school. My high 

school in general is known for being very challenging. 

Another difference between high school and junior high are the students in the 

school. They are much more mature than the kids in middle school. They obviously 

older than the kids from middle school, but they also act much more mature. The 

school has double the amount of kids from junior high. There are many students that 

drive themselves to school which is kind of crazy to think about. The best thing to do 

is to not give into peer pressure to avoid doing things that are bad. There is small 

amount of people that make poor decisions and the best thing to do is to try to avoid 

them. 

Finally, one of the main differences is the amount of fun that you try to have in 

high school. Don’t try to make yourself miserable when you go to high school. You 

will somewhat like it if you try to have fun. Going to high school is a sign that you are 

maturing, so enjoy it as much as you can. Make new friends and try new things. 

These are the main differences that I noticed so far between high school and 

middle school. I’m pretty sure I will notice many more as I become older. Although 

there are some negatives, there are also lots of positives to take away. The best thing 

to do is to enjoy the experience. 
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100% Pizza Steve 

Shrihan Chakraborti 

Age 8 

‘What’s on my mind?’  
Ishani Basu  

Age 9 



 Ankur 2017

15 

The Three Frogs 

Rohan Chakraborty gupta 

Age- 7yrs 

 

There are five keys that help you to reach your goals in life. 
The Five Keys are- 

 

Coping Strategies 

Coping Strategies are when there is a problem you’re trying to cope with it. 
 

Goal Setting 

Goal setting is planning and setting a goal to achieve. 
 

Support System 

The support system is getting help from each other and working together. 
 

Perseverance 

Perseverance is when you never give up and keep on trying. 
 

Proactivity 

Proactivity is when you take control of a problem and you make sure it doesn’t happen 
 

Now let me tell you a story with the five keys in it. 
 

 There were three frogs who lived in a pond. There were threes lily pads floating in that 
pond. The frogs used the lily pads to hop to the pond over the hard rocks so they don’t get hurt. 
One day, the three frogs were in the swimming. A that time a man came and took the lily pads. 
When the three frogs saw that they were sad that they couldn’t play and hop on the lily pads. 
So, they decided to cope with the situation and come up with a goal. They thought of strategies 
to make lily pads by themselves. First, they made lily pads out of sticks and twigs. But when 
they reached the top of the lily pads, the broke, Next, they went out to get some leaves. When 
they found the leaves, they made lily pads out of those. Then they hopped back in the pond and 
jumped on the lily pads, but they broke again. Even though they failed twice they kept on try-
ing repeatedly. They were perseverant. Finally, the frogs decided to go out of the pond in 
search of lily pads. They brought lily pads from a pond where no frogs lived. Then they put the 
lily pads in their pond. But this time they were proactive and they put the lily pads further in 
the pond where it will be difficult for the man to reach. Now, the frogs could go back out and 
get back in without any problem. The three frogs were happy again. 



  

16 

Human 

Tia Desarkar 

Age 13 

I am a shell, 

strong, beautiful, but sometimes broken. 

 

As the day goes by, 

the currents of the sea push and pull me with them, 

the monstrous waves come down thrash, shoving me 

to the bottom of the ocean. 

 

One day I am buried, 

deep down under the dark, rough sand 

hoping that the shimmering light will trickle down, 

and touch my shell again. 

 

I push and push, 

shimmying my way up through the grueling dirt, 

still hearing the slight crashing of the waves above me 

but I could care less. 

 

They tried to break me down, 

pounding me into more of that sedimentary gravel, 

but I didn’t let them, 

when I finally reached the surface, I came with a part of me chipped. 

 

But that’s okay, 

that’s just who I am, 

a shell, 

strong, beautiful, and slightly broken. 
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Hunter X Hunter 

Diya Chakraborti 

Age 15 

Sunflower 

Rhishi and Disha Batabyal 

Ages: 3 Years 
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A Fantastic Mama & An Excellent Baba 

Auyoni Sen-Akmal 

Age 9 

Mama, Mama, 
You are unlike any other, 
I have to say, 
You’re an awesome mother. 
 

Mama, Mama, 
I love you a lot, 
Out of all mamas in the universe, 
You’re the best anyone’s got. 
 

Mama, Mama, 
I care about you, 
If you were not in my life, 
I don’t know what I’d do. 
 

Mama, Mama, 
You are very nice, 
I can talk openly with you, 
And you give good advice. 
 

Mama, Mama, 
You’re a big part of my life, 
It’s the same with everyone else, 
As mama, sister, daughter and wife. 
 

Mama, Mama, 
You’re always there for me, 
As long as I live and even beyond, 
In my heart you’ll always be. 

Baba, Baba, 
You are one of a kind, 
With cuddling arms, 
And an intelligent mind. 
 

Baba, Baba, 
I love you from the bottom of my heart, 
Your knowledge is endless, from science to 
math, 
You are super smart! 

 

Baba, Baba, 
You always teach me something new, 
Even if I struggle, 
You help me all the way through. 
 

Baba, Baba, 
You care about me, 
I care for you also, 
Love is the key! 

 

Baba, Baba, 
Your happiness is good, 
If you are happy, I am happy, 
If you asked me to do something, I would. 
 

Baba, Baba, 
You are so strong, 
You can lift anything, 
From a shelf to a gong. 
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Summer of 2017 

Anya Pramanick 

Age 10 
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 Hello, my name is Lucky. Just Lucky. My owner Lakshman Gurudev Chattopadhyay – named 
after his father, a big wealthy lawyer was a good for nothing, lazy high school dropout who 
liked nothing more than to guzzle down more Ginger Ale than every single drinker in America 
and dreamt about being rich. However, a little mouse changed all of that! His name was Pip-
squeak. I shall tell you about him – so settle down to hear a wondrous story. 

Pips (short for Pipsqueak) was the type of mouse that wouldn’t do anything but what he want-
ed unless forced. Therefore, all his cousins such as Forlough would say, “Cripes, you are crazier 
than the flying squirrels, even Roscuro could do better.”  As for Merlot and Toulese, they could 
not bear to look at him and Despereaux was too busy. In short, nobody liked Pips. 

So one summer day as I recall, my owner went to Mark’s Ale to buy two crates of cold ale and 
have a chat with a few friends. As he was about to have a glass of ale at his friend’s place, a 
quick sturdy mouse scuttled right across the room and grabbed a small paper cup full of ale 
and scurried back to his hole leaving the guy yelling out in anger to get that filthy thing out of 
there! People usually dislike rodents, so you can imagine how he would react seeing one. Eve-
rybody started looking for him and in the end, none other than Lakshman found him! 

Lakshman took a green breathable sunglass bag, dragged Pipsqueak out by the tail, and put 
him in the side. He closed the bag and drove back to his apartment. It was late in the night by 
the time he reached and so as usual Lax (that’s his nickname) had a quick meal and went to 
get some shut eye leaving me to get some food on my own and forgot about the mouse in the 
bag completely. 

In the morning when Lax woke up, he just couldn’t believe his eyes! The drapes were torn, the 
cabinets were wide open with nibbled pieces of food falling out and every single newspaper 
had holes in it! – Not to mention every single wooden closet and chest of drawers, tables & 
chairs had scratches on them! Only one kind of an animal comes to your mind when you see 
something like this. M-O-U-S-E!! Lax suddenly remembered the mouse he had caught the 
night before! Pips apparently had managed to chew a hole in the sunglass bag and escape! 

Lax decided to have a quick breakfast before he could even think of what to do. Suddenly 
there was a loud, sharp knock on the door. It was Mrs. Hastings, the most feared land lady in 
all of Georgetown! Some say that Mr. Hastings had run off to Mexico years ago in sheer fear of 
his wife and I can’t really blame him for that! “Laaxmunn,” she said as she stormed in and 
looked around the room, “What is this mess?” she bellowed. “You will be paying for this young 
man! And did you realize that you had left the gas burner on all night?” “But, Mrs. Hastings, it 
was the mice”, said Lax meekly. “Mice, smice! You know there are no mice in this building! 
Laaxmunn Curubev Chutto! The health inspector is not going to like this at all and he will be 
here in 15 minutes! So, if you don’t pay the rent and clean up this mess, then find another 
apartment!”  

Mr. Lazy Pants Turns Responsible 

Ishani Basu 

Age 9 
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Poor Laxman stood helplessly as Mrs. Hastings stormed out of the room, her high heels hitting 
the floor as if haunting Laxman in every step she took. 

So, in those 15 minutes Lax tried to make the apartment as presentable as he could but he was 
astounded that those 15 minutes flew by like never before. He wasn’t even half done when 
there was a stiff tap on the door when health inspector Fleeman arrived. Poking his head out 
of the door, Lax could hear a faint sound of tut-tut. “What have you done to this apartment, 
Mr. L? May I ask? Have you suddenly turned into a rodent and have a human disguise?” asked 
Fleeman. “No Sir, the mice got in here sir,” said Lax stumbling and tripping. “Nonsense! Don’t 
make up such rubbish tales! I checked the building thoroughly for those cheeky little creatures 
hours ago and found none!” he said. (Well he wasn’t quite right since Pips was still inside a se-
cret cabinet in the pantry). “Listen” said Fleeman hurriedly, “Today is July 10th, I will come back 
on the 15th and if I see you have been responsible and cleaned this all up, then you can stay. If 
not, you will be charged with a fine of $50,000!” Lax gasped! “But,” he began…”No, Lawxan, 
no buts and no ifs” and with that Fleeman marched out saying tut-tut! 

Slowly Lax threw out the nibbled food in the trash and collected newspaper shreds etc. He had 
barely ever done a thing in his life and wasn’t used to the term “cleaning up”. He decided it 
was time to start the ‘Mouse Hunt’. However, my friends, you must know that if a rodent does 
not want to be found, then he will not be found! However, that was an exceptional day! You 
see Pips wanted to be found! The day before, the Mouse Council had called him and said, 
“Pips, since you have no friends and no one likes you, you got to find someone who you can 
help and make a friend”. Pips didn’t realize that “someone” meant another mouse. He thought 
“someone” could be “anyone who needed help” and chanced upon Lax. Therefore, he was 
“actually” following the council’s orders! Pips just stayed put in the pantry until Lax got tired of 
the search and gave up. It was lunchtime by then and after a quick bite, Lax continued cleaning 
up after Pips and the day passed quickly. When it was night and Lax was fast asleep, Pips made 
his move – undoing everything Lax had done the whole day. And this continued day after day, 
night after night for about a month – even after Fleeman’s inspection on the 15th which went 
off nicely much to Lax’s relief! Pipsqeak did not stay forever though and moved out in August 
but he taught Lax the art of cleaning up which eventually became his habit. Yes, Laxman re-
mained responsible – after all, cleaning up after Pips, you bet cleaning up after himself was not 
a problem. Finally, Lax stayed active and tidy. 

Till we meet again, 

Your friend, 

Lucky (Lax’s furry pal) 
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Blue Flowers of Ashykapal 

Ashmita Deb 

Age 16 

Durga 

Ritam Mishra 

Age 13 
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Akta Choto Golpo 

Mohuli Ganguly  

Age: 11 

 



  

24 

Tomorrow is Durga Puja and it will be so much fun! Let’s see what’s go-

ing on in Kailash where Maa Durga’s family lives. Nandi and Bhingi keep a 

watch on Mahisasura so that he doesn’t escape. Maa Durga, Sarasvati, Laksh-

mi, Karthik, and Ganesha get ready to go to Southern California this time for 

Durga Puja. Just then, “Maa, Maa, Maa!”, exclaim Nandi and Bhingi. “What hap-

pened that you have to scream so loud!?”, Maa Durga asks. “Mahisasura has 

escaped! We looked the other way for 5 seconds, and poof, he was gone!!!” 

they answer. “What!”, she exclaims, “You both are so irresponsible!” Meanwhile, 

Saraswati and Lakshmi were getting ready to go. “Sas? How many likes do we 

have on Facebook?” Lakshmi asks. “We have 1,000,000,000 likes! That slime 

video was so popular Laks,” answers Saraswati. Karthik was using dumbbells to 

exercise so that he would have the strength to stand still for 3 days. Ganesh 

rushed in asking, “Kathu? Why are you using the dumbbells now? The olympics 

are in 2020, not 2017.” “Bro, you know how we have to stand in that high school 

for 3 days without moving? Well, I’m getting prepared to stay strong so that I 

don’t fall down like last time. Ow!” Suddenly, Maa Durga called, “Sas, Laks, 

Kathu, Ganesh, come here right now!” “Okay Maa! We’re on our way!” exclaims 

the four.   

Just then Mahisasura lands in Kolkata with a parachute.  He had already 

planned of how to make people worship him instead of Maa Durga. Meanwhile, 

Maa Durga and her children also arrive at Kolkata after searching Mahisasura 

around the world in vain. They disguise themselves as cops and starts to search 

for Mahisasura. As part of their search, they find out Mahisasura plan and a way 

to stop him. On the other side, Mahisasura kidnaps a bus driver along with his 

bus and asks him to drive him around the city. He also bring together all the city 

goons to worship him. “Jai Mahisasura!” chants the goons. “Now let me see how 

those five figure out where I am,” says Mahisasura.  

Maa Durga Come to SoCal 

Avanti Gupta 

Age 11 
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“Stop right there Mahisasura! This time we're not letting you go! Attack!!!” says 

Maa Durga. Sas, Laks, Kathu, and Ganesh comes rushing down defeating all the 

goons. Mahisasura somehow escapes in the bus and orders the driver to keep speed-

ing down the road. Maa Durga rushes down on a Harley and manages to catch up with 

the bus, kicks the door open and pulls out Mahisasura out of the bus. She plops him 

down on the ground and hits him with her lathi and…….SMACK! Next day in Southern 

California, when it was time for Anjali at BASC, everyone saw there was a lathi on the 

ground and some dumbbells. Well who left those? If you’re reading this, you’ll know. 

_______________________________________________________ 
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It’s 7:45 am. It’s time for Maya to get her friend Raya. Maya and Raya walk to 
school every day. They are best buddies from kindergarten. Walking to and from 
school is the best part of their day. They look forward to seeing the “house”. They get 
to see the crumbling, rustic, abandoned house, and the little shadow in the window of 
the house. They even have a name for the little house. They call it “The House of 
Shadows”. Every day they make up make-believe stories about the shadow on the 
window. Someday the shadow is a young boy, trying some gymnastic moves. Other 
days, the shadow is a droopy old man staring at them. Somedays the shadow is a 
smiling old lady. The shapes change as per the mood of Maya and Raya. 

One day, when Maya and Raya were walking back home, they could no more 
see any shadow on the window. Instead they saw a very old woman standing by the 
doorway. She looked frail, but not scary.  Maya, Raya and the old lady made eye con-
tact. She invited the girls over. Maya and Raya were hesitant. They remembered eve-
rything they learnt in their “stranger danger” class. But then, the old lady gave them the 
sweetest smile they had ever seen. The old lady reminded Maya a lot about her grand-
ma, whom she missed a lot. Slowly but hesitantly, against their best judgement, they 
walked towards the house. The old lady wanted the girls to hear one of her stories. 
The girls said no, as they were supposed to be home soon, otherwise they would get 
in trouble. The old lady smiled and said, “Oh my sweet little ladies. I know that you are 
not supposed to talk to strangers.” She further added “You can travel with me to a 
storyland, where the stories might not be entirely true, but they might not be entirely 
false.” Then the old lady told them the most mysterious story they had ever heard. The 
girls were fascinated. Now every day, while walking back home, they saw the old lady 
waiting for them at her doorstep, and every day they traveled to an untraveled story-
land with the old lady. 

One day, Maya and Raya’s friends spotted them walking towards the aban-
doned house. Scared, they ran to Maya and Raya’s homes and informed their parents. 
The parents called 911 and came running looking for the little girls, fearing the worst 
for them.  They found the girls safe, just sitting by the doorway of the abandoned 
house. When the sheriff arrived, he said that he was surprised when he got the call, as 
no one has lived in that abandoned house for last 9 years. On further enquiry, the par-
ents were told that an old lady used to live in that house. The sheriff entered the house 
fearing a break in. When they searched the house, they found nothing. The house was 
empty. There was nothing in the house except a white paper on the window sill. The 
ink on the paper was still fresh! On the top of the page, the title said “The House of 
Shadows". The first line written was, “You can travel with me to a storyland, where the 
stories might not be entirely true, but they might not be entirely false.” 

House of Shadows 

Anya Pramanick 
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My opinion on world history is that throughout the annals of world history a small band 
of self-absorbed, dogma-ridden egomaniacs never learn from the repeating mistakes of history 
&  devastate humanity. They frequently shape new norms for the society they leave behind. Of-
ten such men have died in a miserable or violent manner. Also, filled with an uncontrolled lust 
for excessive nationalism, expansionism, sense of ethnic or religious superiority and desire to 
control everyone these rulers have caused havoc in the lives of countless peaceful people. 

Isn’t one of these traits mentioned above (lust, ego, dogma, prejudice), flowing through 
the veins of one of the following long-gone rulers: English King Henry VIII, Russian Tsar Ivan 
IV, German Dictator Adolf Hitler, and Joseph Stalin?   

Some of the defining moments in world history are etched by the horrible acts of three 
despots described in this essay’s following sections. In each case, the despot lived violently and 
died amidst as much violence and misery. My conclusions and evidence supporting my thesis 
for each character is made in blue font at the end of each tyrant’s turbulent life story. 

Henry VIII was the King of England from 1509-1547. In order to produce an heir (son) 
to the throne he killed many, split up the Roman church and forever made divorce an acceptable 
practice among all.  The two things England’s Henry VIII is best known for his six marriages, 
which was a rather shocking number for a Christian king, and his English Reformation initia-
tive. 

When his personal wish to divorce his first wife collided with Rome’s stance, Henry 
VIII did not only separate the Church of England from papal authority and proclaim himself its 
Supreme Head, but also began disbanding Catholic monasteries and seizing their assets. His 
wife Anne Boleyn was later executed. So was Sir Thomas More and thousands of other oppo-
nents of Henry’s policies, either religious or civil. He suppressed the people’s discontent by de-
veloping a spy network and increasing executions. About 70,000 people were put to death dur-
ing Henry VIII's rule, including two of his wives. In 1547, at the age of 55, Henry VIII painfully 
died of lung disease. Even at the very end of his life, he remained arrogant and unrepentant.   

In order to produce an heir (son) to the throne Henry VIII morphed from being a good 
Catholic to killing many people, split up the Roman church, gave permanence to the Protestant 
faith and forever made divorce an acceptable practice among all. Supporting the other part of 
my thesis, Henry VIII also died a painful and premature death. On the last day of his life, there 
was no servant, no prince and churchman; just the king’s priest preparing a departing soul for 
eternity. Henry’s was body besieged with acute breathing pain and suffering. 

After failing as an artist, a painter and a spy in WWI, Adolf Hitler rallied his nation to 
conduct the deadliest conflict in human history. Following the humiliating defeat of Germany in 
WWI and the German 1918-1919 revolution, Adolf Hitler caused the World War II and the 
death of 70 million people.  Consistent with my thesis, according to his former nurse, Hitler’s 
end was terrible. He was paralyzed by paranoia during the last days of his life. At the end, he 
didn't even trust his own cyanide capsules with which he was planning to take his own life.  

Repeat of Ego Maniacs 

Abiral Ganguly 

Age 16 
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Hitler thought they had been switched and filled with fake poison. Conflicting reports 
suggest that only Hitler's wife Eva took cyanide while the Nazi leader himself died from a self-
inflicted gunshot to the head. Both bodies were allegedly burned by their aides.   

Stalin helped Russia defeat Nazi Germany and converted Russia from agricultural nation 
to nuclear & economic power; but at great human cost. He walked over dead bodies of many 
rivals on his way to power. People agonized through communistic collectivized life; famine of 
1930s; notorious killings; 14-40 million died / vanished in the Gulags. It was under Stalin that 
the Soviet Union won the World War II against Nazi Germany in 1945.  And it was under Sta-
lin, as well, that the Soviet people suffered the hardly bearable strains of collectivization and 
industrialization, the mass famine of the 1930s, the notorious Purges and the creation of the gu-
lag system wherein about 14 to 40 million Soviet citizens suffered terribly and many died. 

Evidence supporting my thesis: As my theory claims, violent tyrants and mass killers die 
miserable deaths. Stalin was no exception either when he suddenly died in 1953. According to 
the 2003 book ‘Stalin’s last crime’. Stalin was poisoned by rivals with blood thinner and rat kill-
er warfarin because four Soviet political leaders who were beginning to arise feared that Stalin 
was about to start a fresh war with the USA barely eight years after the country’s heavy losses in 
World War II. So Stalin had to be stopped at any cost before he started a war with the USA. 

In today’s world similar dictators are still in action. Since 2014, Kim Jong-un and his 
unpredictable games with nuclear weapons is unnerving the western nations. He recently seems 
to have arranged the murder of his exiled half-brother in order to ensure his full control of North 
Korea. The people of N. Korea have no right to leave the country or freely move inside it. Ac-
cording to the UN, he orders torture, public executions, imposition of the death penalty for polit-
ical reasons, as well as possessing a large number of prison camps and extensive use of forced 
labor, trafficking of women for prostitution and infanticide of children of repatriated mothers, 
and other sanctions on those repatriated from abroad. At the moment an estimated 250,000 peo-
ple are confined in horrible torture sites.   

Similarly, in Syria during the last six years, millions of people have been displaced for-
ever due to its President Bashar el Assad’s lust for power despite lack of majority support. Ruth-
less and self-centered, Assad has note hesitated to use a variety of chemical weapons upon a 
section of his country to squash the longstanding unrest against him. What if the USA and its 
NATO allies had swiftly collaborated to ensure a coup of President Assad as soon as the war 
between the rebels and Assad’s army began to drag? That would have saved the lives of count-
less Syrians who are dying from the fumes of chemical weapons and other horrific attacks. 

Summarizing, from the examples of real life tyrants described above, there is plenty of 
evidence to prove my thesis: “….that throughout the annals of world history cyclically a small 
band of self-absorbed, dogma-ridden egomaniacs never learn from the repeating mistakes of his-
tory & devastate humanity. They often shape new norms for the society and cause havoc in the 
lives of vast majority of peaceful people. Often such men have died in a miserable or violent 
manner.” 
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Sweetie Poo 

Auyoni Sen-Akmal 

Age 11 

Dinosaurs 

Zamaan Sen-Akmal 

Age 10 

Ever since the day I came into this world, 

You were there.   

When my brother was born,   

You were there. 

One by one,  

The others passed.  

New ones arrived.  

But you were still there.   

You were there the whole time.  

Year after year.  

I always thought you would be around for-
ever. 

But eventually, your time came.  

You lived well past your expected lifespan. 

They said your heart was failing,   

That you would not make it. 

 And you may be gone from this world,   

But you will always be with me.  

You had a big heart for such a little bird. 
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  When I had gone to India this summer I went to see a grand play in a Rabindra 
Sadan theater, but it was not just any play, all the characters were played by inmates in 
the West bengal Correctional Homes. One miracle made it happen. Her name was 
Alokananda roy, and she was a famous odissi dancer and did lots of performances. It 
started 10 ½ years ago where she went into the correctional homes and she started 
teaching the inmates how to dance and how to listen to the beat. This was called music 
therapy. She believed that everyone deserves a 2nd chance. Many people were impressed 
because of her courage. After a lot of practice the inmates were ready to go on stage. 
Like expected most people were not convinced that they should trust inmates, people 
who had murdered, stole and kidnapped, but she did not lose faith. She knew that there 
was good somewhere in them. After a couple performances people appreciated 
Alokananda roy. She was a risk taker and everyone knew it. In most performances she 
included some of the children of inmates. The inmates gained the media's trust and 
everyone else's. Sometimes the West Bengal Correctional Homes would let the inmates 
visit their families and all of them came right back. Over the years they have gone to 
beaches, gone shopping, and none of them have even thought of escaping. Two women 
had been released for the West Bengal Womens Correctional homes but could not return 
to their families. They had nowhere to go so Alokananda Roy took them into her 
welcoming home. All the inmates call her “Ma” and she calls them her children. One 
serial killer had played the part of Ashoka in many plays and when he was released they 
were heartfelt. His name is Nigel. He turned from a murderer to a dancer who gave 
people joy. The play I saw was Ashoka. Ashoka is about a king who loved to concur and 
enjoyed war. One day he went to concur his brothers land Kalinga. His brothers land was 
very peaceful until he came. He conquered the land and in the process he had killed his 
brother. The peaceful river had filled with blood. Then the king realized his mistake. He 
discarded the path of violence and started spreading buddhism. As I had stated before the 
person who had always played the king ad been released so the had filmed the story and 
while it played in the background the inmates danced on stage. The performance was 
extraordinary. This was a once in a lifetime experience for me. Knowing that people are 
trying to make the world a better place has impacted so many people. When these 
inmates get out they will never think of doing bad and also try to prevent others from 
doing bad. This is a huge organization but it all started with one person. This is one of 
the many examples stating that we can change the bad and turn it to good, because as 
Alokanada Roy stated, everyone deserves a 2nd chance but not a 3rd. 
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When was the last time you went without using your phone or computer? A minute? An 

hour? A day? The answer to that is very hard to find, since society is dependent on the 

use of technology. I wanted to find out does the good outweigh the bad or is it the other 

way around. 

We use technology in our everyday lives for school, work, and even fun. We 

never realize that yes, technology has many benefits, but what about the cons. You 

have heard about major hacks and the takedown of companies that have all your per-

sonal information. Have you ever wondered how that these comforts can lead to your 

demise? I started wondering this ever since my high school computer science teacher 

asked us this question. I had no clue, so I decided to research on it. 

Let’s move to the first and simplest topic, your phone. It is with you almost every 

minute whether you are at work or you are goofing off with your friends. You use it to 

call, text your family and friends, play video games in leisure. You also use it as a way 

to go places, but what happens if it got hacked? You have seen the movies where a 

government agency was able to take control of someone’s phone and listen in on their 

conversation or are able to use the camera to take pictures or videos of their surround-

ings, without them even knowing. You may say it's just a movie, but you’re wrong, it is 

based off true studies. The Guardian an online news source talks about how a major 

study at Harvard’s Berkman Center said that even if agencies are saying that they are 

“going dark” they say that they use everything that you have ever used for or against 

you. They say it is the “golden age of surveillance”. Now think about what could happen 

if someone funded a terrorist organization to do the same. 

Now let’s talk computers, the thing that we use every day for work or fun. We 

literally made a device, which is the phone and called it a miniature computer, which is 

mentioned above. Now you may be wondering why I mentioned this. It’s because on 

our computers we do even more important things. You may do banking, use a social 

network, or even have the key to the electric power grid. Now you say, well no one will 

guess my password, but you are wrong. I attended a cyber-security camp that says 

hackers can run about 40,000 passwords every second.  

Technology, Expedient or Detrimental 
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They talked about how they can track every keystroke or even take screenshots of 

what you are doing. Now let’s say that you have a password and you say it is really 

hard to guess, the minimum password requirement is 14 characters that have to have 

special characters, numbers, and uppercase letters. Most people don’t follow this 

guideline. 

We have talked about things that would only affect a single person. Now, let’s 

talk about cars. Another thing that has been talked about is the fact that anyone can 

hack your car. You may think that this is impossible, but it is not. A video posted by 

Wired a news source shows that hackers have made complicated codes that can take 

control of your car just using your radio. They can then take control of your entire car 

and do major damage. Now we are progressing into the idea that a self-driving car will 

be the next big thing. No, a self-driving car would allow hackers to take control of mil-

lions of cars on a freeway or even in the streets, and have them crash into each other 

which would lead to a lot of chaos. 

The next thing is devices that control a power grid, a dam, or any other large 

publicly used service or utility. Again, you are like just in the movies, never going to 

happen. Oh, it has already happened. The companies that supply power are given cer-

tain guidelines, and do not have to follow but take heed of them if they want. In my 

computer science class, they showed how a broken power generator or transmitter 

could be easily faked to look as if it was a machine failure. Now think about all the dam-

age. Governments are even creating satellites that could easily take out another satel-

lite, crippling the entire military which is heavily dependent on G.P.S. 

 This is just the tip of the iceberg. Hackers can take down almost whatever they 

want, but what about any government. They could use everything mentioned to spy on 

you and other countries and deny it since everything on the internet can be done anon-

ymously. An example of this is Stuxnet. It was a self-replicating worm which would in-

fect computers to find a certain switchbox to take down the Iranian nuclear program. It 

used usbs to move place to place. This provided a major headache for many antivirus 

companies which had to find ways to quarantine it, so other hackers could not use it. 

Another thing is, human error. WannaCry, the virus that infected many comput-

ers, was based off human error. When Microsoft released an update, many people did 

not update their operating system.  
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This led to WannaCry using this weakness, which was already detected and patched, 

but since many people did not update, it spread so much in such a little time. It could 

take down multiple hospitals with patients. 

 Now I am not trying to tell people stop using technology. I would never do that, 

because that would make me a hypocrite. I am using a computer to write this essay. I 

am trying to show you that yes, technology does make life easier, but is it always 

worth the risk. There has been research that pacemakers and other devices can also 

be hacked, but those are a necessity just like computers. But, do you really need that 

toy that can connect to the internet, because chances are a hacker can easily hack it 

and use it to infect all devices and then use those to wreak havoc in the world. I know 

that that sounds crazy, but there are viruses that connect millions of devices to nega-

tively impact the world and that’s another whole story that is even crazier. 

We cannot deny, technology has become part of our lives, every one of us 

must use it, either for communication, education, health purposes, travel and the list 

keeps growing.  In a conclusion, the advantages and disadvantages of science and 

technology is purely dependent upon the way in which it is applied. All I am trying to 

say is that we need to start trying to find safeguards to these problems. 

Durga 
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Chattopadhyay 
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Misuse of Social Media 

Vikram Chatterjee 

Age 14 

As society has moved into the 21st century,  it seems like people care more 

and more about how many likes they got on their latest selfie, yet remain oblivious to 

almost everything else around them.  Social media is on the rise, slowly but surely re-

placing physical interaction. This isn’t how it should be. Social media should be used 

to strengthen communities rather than to isolate individuals. Social media sites cover 

up fake and weak relationships which prevents real, strong relationships from happen-

ing. Overall, though social media may have its benefits, the harms it brings are much 

more prevalent. The harms that it brings, however, are rooted in how people choose to 

use social media, which brings the topic of discussion, the misuse of social media. 

First, we will go over what social media is and how it has negatively affected our socie-

ty. Then, we will analyze the causes and and interpret why these issues are so preva-

lent. Finally, we will learn about how we can mitigate these issues as a society, and 

use social media for its true intent.  

 The American Academy of Pediatrics stated, “Based on evidence from a recent 

poll, more than half of adolescents log on to a social media site more than once a 

day.” Thus, a large part of this generation's social and emotional development is im-

pacted through the Internet and connections through social media. This prevents 

strong relationships from being formed as strong relationships are created through 

sharing experiences, emotions, and trust. While it’s possible to make meaningful con-

nections through the internet, our current culture is directed toward promoting one’s 

own reputation rather than reaching out to fellow users, so this often does not happen. 

According to Merriam Webster, social media is defined as “forms of electronic commu-

nication through which the people create online communities to share information, ide-

as, and personal messages.” To clarify, social media’s intended purpose was to com-

plement the existing communicative abilities we already possess. It is about many 

things: engagement, storytelling, and relationships just to name a few.  
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Social media is supposed to be used to create strong alliances and relations with peo-

ple. It enables ordinary citizens to connect and organize themselves with little to no 

cost. However, social media is now more about whoever who has more followers on 

Twitter and who gets more likes on  Facebook rather than genuinely connecting peo-

ple. Superficial followers and friends can create a sense of self-entitlement and over-

confidence, which can weaken relationships and cause individuals to overstep their 

boundaries. In addition, social media is used excessively and has become a distrac-

tion for adolescents. Social media connects people from all over the world. The prob-

lem is that not everyone knows how to disconnect. Teenagers, especially, can feel a 

sense of pressure to stay active online constantly. Researchers at the University of 

Glasgow found that social media use, particularly at night, led to poorer sleep quality, 

lower self-esteem and higher levels of anxiety. Misusing social media can have a pro-

found impact on people’s physical and mental health. 

 Now that the detrimental effects that misuse of social media has on our society 

have been carefully evaluated, it’s time to take a closer look at what causes these is-

sues. Three key aspects that promote the misuse of social media include: the desire 

to be liked, social pressure, and convenience. First of all, it’s important to discuss the 

desire to be liked. Of course, it is human nature to desire to be liked and accepted by 

the people around us. Individuals check social media sites because they fulfill a core 

human drive for connection and meaning, and this craving for meaning leads to an ad-

diction to these sites. We feel that by being connected, we matter to those around us. 

For this reason, we associate “likes,” “followers,” and “shares” with self-worth. Another 

cause is the presence of social pressure. Peer pressure is encouraging an individual 

to follow others by changing his or her attitudes, values, or behaviors to conform to 

those of the influencing group. Many people feel pressure to check social media be-

cause they have a fear of being left out. They constantly compare themselves to oth-

ers. The feeling of lack and dissatisfaction that we feel when scrolling through our 

newsfeed often results from comparing our true reality to our “friends” idealized, per-

fectly Instagrammed realities. Finally, the third cause of this issue is simply conven-

ience. Social media lets us communicate with anyone you want at anytime. It allows 

us to easily add whoever we want to our “friends” list . However, many of us forget to 

keep in mind that we want to keep our information somewhat private. And social me-

dia makes it harder to control what information we want to keep to ourselves. 
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 Since we have now fully understood the misuse of social media and its causes, 

it is now extremely important to place emphasis on the solutions and how to prevent it. 

Building relationships online is easy and it gives us an escape route through which we 

can say things that are generally deemed inappropriate or insensitive in real physical 

situations. Perhaps if we turn back at this point then we will still be able to build some 

real relationships where a “like” or two won’t end anything. Let’s avoid the “fake” rela-

tionships and friendships online and start investing our time in “liking” and “chatting” 

with people who actually physically exist in our proximity. Just because our phones, 

laptops and tablets allow faster communication, does not mean we are inherently bet-

ter communicators. For example, when you are conversing with a close friend, make 

sure you put your phone down and really pay close attention to what he or she is say-

ing. We need to know where to draw the line; where to stop communicating in cyber-

space when it is starting to impact our real lives. 

As a conclusion, we carefully evaluated how the misuse of social media is a ma-

jor issue in our society. We then examined the main causes of this issue and most im-

portantly, we finally reviewed the solutions to make sure our virtual identities do not 

have a negative impact on our actual lives. 

 We all want to feel connected to others. We all want to be liked by other people. 

And we want to show other people that our lives are great, even if the image we put up 

is not a good representation of our actual lives. We cannot let our greed for popularity 

lead us down this dark path in cyberspace in which everything is fake. Instead, let’s 

create and maintain meaningful relationships with those who are already near us. Let’s 

work towards maintaining authenticity. 
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   অরনক বছর ধরর আমরা SoCal-এ দরূ্গা পুর া enjoy করছছ | পুর ার সময় 

আমরা সপছরবারর আনরে মমরে উঠি | অরনক ভার া ভার া সাাংসৃ্কছেক অনষু্ঠান হয় | আমরা 

মছাটরাও নাটক আর র্ান নারে অাংশগ্রহন কছর | 

ছকন্তু একটা প্রশ্ন আমার মাথায় এরসরছ | আমরা অরনক  ায়র্ায় আমারদর এই ছপ্রয়  

উদযাপন করছছ, ছকন্তু বার বার high ইসু্কর র কেৃগপক্ষ আমারদর অনযানয 

 ায়র্ায় পাঠায়  মকন? আছম একটা উত্তর মপরয়ছছ | High ইসু্কর র 
কেীপক্ষ  নাছ শ করর ময খুব মবছশ মনাাংরা মাটিরে পরর আরছ | এ 
ছবষয়  আমার একটা ম ার কথা মরন পরে মর্  | পুর ার প্রসাদ মদবার 
সময় সবাই মক অনুররাধ করা হয় ময মসটা বাইরর ছর্রয় মখরে | ছকন্তু 

ম ারক ছনয়ম না মমরন hall এর মভেররই খারেন আর মসখারনই মে রছন | 
পরর যখন ছনর রদর কাপে আর  রুো মনাাংরা হয় েখন োরদর ছক 

রার্!! োরা ভারবন না োরদর এই কার র ে টা ছকরকম হয় | সমসযা হয় যারা পুর া or-

ganize কররছ , োরা অরনক মেষ্টা কররও পছরস্কার কররে পাররন না | োর ের  আমরা 
ছবোছরে হই | 

এই সমসযাটিরক  আমরা সমাধান কররে পাছর, আমারদর বনু্ধরদর সাবধান 
করর ছদরে পাছর, আর ছনর ও সাবধান হরে পাছর | আমরা সকর  প্রছেজ্ঞা 

কররে পাছর ময auditoruim-e খাবার খাবনা, আমরা বাইরর খাব এবাং 

আমরা সকর  প্লাছিক কাাঁটা োমে আর থা া dedicated trash 

কযান  এ মে রবা | আমার অনরুরাধ আপনারাও  আমার সরে এই 

সমাধান এ এছর্রয় আসুন | োহর  Monrovia র মে এই সেুর high school এ প্রছে 

বছরই পুর া enjoy কররে পারব | আমারদর মকউ োছেরয় ছদরে পাররবনা | ঠিক মযমন 
আমরা ছনর রদর ঘর পছরস্কার রাখরে োই মেমছন হাই সু্ক  মক পছরস্কার রাখা উছেে নয় 
ছক ?  

আমার অনরুরাধ 

Deep Goswami  

Age 10 
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As my friend Vishnu and I ended our day spent playing cricket in the grassy fields and 
enjoying the streetlife of bustling Kolkata, it was not until I was on the bus ride home 
feeling the balmy night air and my shirt and glasses sticking to my body that I realized 
6 hours had passed by. Our day spent together, hectic at worst and freshly unfamiliar 
at best, may have seemed the same as any other day of leisure for Vishnu, but was a 
day of complete wonder and amazement for me. 

As an sixteen year-old Indian born in Kolkata but raised in America, each sum-
mer vacation spent in my homeland has never ceased to amaze me. The mere fact 
that I have the luxury of time to be able to spend five, six hours daily doing nothing but 
aimlessly walking around with friends and enjoying myself is nearly unheard of back in 
Southern California, where each and every minute must almost always have a specific 
purpose. 

The variety of culture, extravagant street foods and general aura of a working 
metropolis that is so similar in purpose but so different in every other way is astound-
ing. As I walk through the streets of South Kolkata, I see the same rat race of people 
frantically trying to reach their destination, but whereas I would see hesitantly polite 
men and women waiting to squeeze into the bus without making physical contact with 
anyone in the downtown streets of Los Angeles, I instead see men, women, and chil-
dren not afraid to push and shove to get where they want to be. 

It’s quite ironic—and somewhat amusing—to see how assertive and confident 
Kolkata is, compared to Southern California, where people’s biggest fear is offending 
others and behaving too presumptuous in their actions. 

In fact, the whole lifestyle of people is completely different in structure, especial-
ly formality. Because being uncourteous in any way whatsoever is heavily frowned up-
on in America, people take many seemingly unnecessary steps to make sure that none 
of their actions place anyone in a awkward situation. 

Take visiting others. One of the greatest characteristics of the daily people I see 
in Kolkata is that everyone is incredibly welcoming, regardless of general time and 
events. As I steadily melt in the sweltering temperature of my grandparents’ flat in New 
Town, I regularly see other tenants come into our flat to do nothing more than to talk 
about current events and spread the newest juicy gossip, reflecting an airy behavior 
that does not fly in Southern California. Californians are not rude to guests in any way 
whatsoever, but if visitors are coming to simply chat, then why not just call or text? A 
need to be efficient defines the everyday behavior back in California, and if a simpler 
and energy-saving alternative exists, then there is no reason to not take that option. 

This willingness to spend time to talk to others face-to-face and go out of the 
way to meet up with others is quite refreshing, as the digital revolution has all but over-
taken America. The claims that the current young generation in India is constantly look-
ing at phones is valid, but incredibly mild compared to back home. 

I can say from experience that, aside from attending school, all my time is spent 
either basking in front of my laptop or cradling my phone, regardless of nearby compa-
ny. I won’t say that all — or even most —  of the time I devote to electronics is for 

Comparing Kolkata and California 

Sambodh Mitra 
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leisure, because as the years continue, I find that more and more of my school 
homework and projects have shifted to the digital world. Because most of my class dis-
cussions, lab reports, and essays are dealt with online — to avoid any handwriting 
confusion or man made errors — and submitted through digital resources, my general 
life, comprising nearly solely of schoolwork, has changed from hand-on-paper to finger-
on-keyboard. Living a life with an electronic as an appendage is the norm in California, 
so technological attachment is not an addiction so much as a means of survival, but I 
will admit that if confronted with the option of playing with friends outside or playing 
with friends online, I’d most probably pick the latter. 

To be fair to myself and others, I make this decision not because I do not want 
to spend time outside, but because the American education system leaves my college-
bound extracurricular and volunteering packed schedule with little time to physically 
spend with others. Amongst the multitude of weekly piano lessons, daily swim meets in 
the freezing night air, and early morning school-newspaper meetings, my schedule 
leaves me with no better alternative. The “American Dream” is hard fought, and Ameri-
ca is not so different from India that opportunities are present on a daily basis. With the 
vast melting-pot culture present in America and each and every person trying to be 
unique using the same method, adapting to the rigorous lifestyle of thinking only for the 
future in a land of too little opportunities for too many people leaves me in such a state 
that I do not really slow down and take a good look around at others until I leave the 
daily grind. 

It’s this complex blend of new perspectives on life, exposure to brand new envi-
ronments, and reconnections with family that invites me back to India each year to 
spend time, time that I would generally be so desperately gripping onto in America, by 
doing nothing more than sipping soda while chatting with friends in the darkening 
streets of Kolkata. 
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